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The 10th Annual St. Albans Founder’s Day will be held on Saturday,  
May 9, 2015, from 10-4 p.m. on Old Main Street. Numerous activities are 
planned. The Founder’s Day Committee meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 
6 p.m. at the Village Sampler and your attendenance is needed to help with this 
Historical Society event..... 
Stay Connected: The Historical Society now has a Facebook page for sharing 
news and history. Like us on: St. Albans Historical Society. 
Bridge Anniversary Party: We helped sponsor a 1st Anniversary party at the 
Roadside Park on November 1 to celebrate one year of the new bridge and 
display pictures of the old one. 
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INSIDE: 
•  Society News  

•  2015 Meeting Dates  
•  Recent Donations 

•  High School Yearbooks 
•  Our Medal of Honor Winner  

•  Naming of St. Albans 
•  Salt Works stories 

St. Albans Historical Society - 2015 Meeting Dates 
All meetings are at the Wm. P. Burdette Memorial Building at 404, 4th Ave.  
2:00 p.m. (Regular meetings are on 2nd Sundays unless otherwise stated) 

 

February 9, 2015 - Regular  Meeting 

February  19, 2015 - History Day at Capitol (Thursday), 9-2 pm (need volunteers) 

April 12, 2015  -  Regular  Meeting  

May 9, 2015  - Founder’s Day 

June 6, 2015 - Historical Bldg. Open House, Saturday, 11-2 pm 

June 7, 2015 - Sunday Picnic, 2 p.m. at Morgan’s Kitchen 

June – August - Morgan’s Kitchen Open House, Sunday,  2-4 pm 

July 11, 2015 - Historical Bldg. Open House, Saturday, 11-2 pm 

August 1, 2015 - Historical Bldg. Open House, Saturday, 11-2 pm 

September 13, 2015 - Regular Meeting 

October 10, 2015 - Morgan’s Kitchen Fall Festival                              
October 17,18 & 24,25, 2015 - Fall Train Open House at Bldg.(8-9:30am) 

November 8, 2015 - Regular Meeting 

December 5, 2015 - Christmas Historic Homes Tour, Saturday, 6 - 9 p.m. 

 

Clip and save 
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• Homemade dolls from the 1950’s (Marion Moir) 
• Music Appreciation Club Minutes & Notebooks (1970-1990) - club 
• Vintage animal traps and canning lids for Morgan’s Kitchen (Bo McClure) 
• 1940-60’s Maps (Anne McElhinny) Tenn. 
• Coal River and Western R,R. spike & piece of tie (Steve Sidebottom) 
• Panorama view of Ferrell Gas Co. (James Holton) 
• Large wall photo of downtown from Coal River Insurance (City of St. Albans) 
• 1940 St. Albans Band Photo (Kristi Sutphin) 

 

 

Recent 
Donations 

St. Francis Elem. History Lessons 
  Several of our members are presently teaching some local history to the 4th 
graders at St. Francis Elementary !!  Margaret Bassitt, Neil Richardson and Ellen 
Mills-Pauley present lessons once a week on Friday. Some topics are: early native 
peoples, early explorers and settlers, Ft. Tackett, early churches, schools and 
transportation, Coal River history and Morgan’s Kitchen. Ellen made beautiful 
folders with a map inside for them to use and keep their handouts.  
 
2015 Calendars 
  We hope to have vintage 2015 calendars for sale shortly. They will be available at 
the Village Sampler.  
 
Bridge Dedication Books 
  We sold our remaining 35 books at the “Bridge 1st Anniversary Party” at Roadside 
Park on November 1.  Some may be available at Loop Pharmacy. 
 
December Homes Tour 
   Join us for our 22nd Annual Christmas Historic Homes Tour on Saturday, 
December 6. Historical Society members can go at no charge. Pick up your map 
and brochure at the Historical Building that evening beginning at 6 p.m. 
 
Thanks !! 
 Thanks goes out to Dr. Bill Dean for being the St. Albans Historical Society 
president for the past 8 years !! Job well done.  
 
New Officer 
Welcome to our new Vice President of Fund Raising & Special Events, Pat 
McClure. Pat owns and operates the Village Sampler on Main St. She will be 
responsible for our fund-raising events (Morgan’s Kitchen Fall Festival (Apple 
Butter), Christmas Homes Tours, printing and selling our historical books and 
calendars, etc.) She will also be scheduling our Historical Building and Morgan’s 
Kitchen Open Houses. 
 
September  Meeting:  Architect Robert Wilson was our guest on September 14 
and spoke about the historical sketches of houses and scenes he has drawn. He 
gave away 3 sketches as door prizes. 

 

More 
News 
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The Owl 
1916 - No. 2   (re-printed) 

v Wali Kamwa    *    
1925   (re-printed) 

Simmerings 
1933  (3) 
1934  (re-printed) (2) 
1935 
1936  (re-printed) 

Dragonian 
1939  (2) 
1940  (2) 
1947 
1951 
1973 
1974 
2002 
v contains listing of Seniors 1915-1924 
* not printed the several previous years 
 

 
 

Yearbooks 
  

The St. Albans 
High School 

Library has most 
of the past High 

School Yearbooks 
on file. Contact 

the school to look 
at them. Not to be 
checked out. St. 

Albans Historical 
Society also has 
old High School 

Yearbooks 
(mostly 

duplicates) that 
can be reviewed: 

Here is a list: 

Robert Edward Cox 
St. Albans only Medal of Honor Winner 

 

   Robert Edward Cox (December 22, 1876 - April 24, 1937) of St. Albans was a 
sailor serving the United States Navy who received the Medal of Honor for 
bravery. Only three individuals from Kanawha County have received this award. 
The other two were Herbert Thomas (WWII) and Charles Rogers (Vietnam). 
    Cox was born in St. Albans, WV and after joining the Navy was stationed aboard 
the USS Missouri (BB-11). On April 13, 1904, the Missouri was engaging in target 
practice when one of the ship’s 12” guns “flared back”. As the breech was opened 
for reloading, hot gases were released into the turret, causing it to catch fire. The 
fire spread to a bag of propellant and from there it spread down to the 
ammunition handling chamber. Cox, alone with 2 gunner’s mates, contained the 
fire before it spread to other areas of the ship and putting out the blaze. The fire 
was eventually contained but before it was out, 36 of the ship’s crew were dead. 
   For his actions he received the Medal of Honor on April 14, 1921 from President 
Harding. Cox died in 1937 at the age of 60 and is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, 
Altoona, Pennsylvania.     Note: See his plaque at Ordnance Park Triangle. 

 

Medal of 
Honor 
Winner  
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Naming of St. Albans, WV 

Neil Richardson, 2015 
 

   I am often asked “Where did the name of St. Albans originate?” Actually, St. 
Albans has had many names over the years. The area slightly west of St. Albans 
was known as Ft. Tackett. The log fort with a possible blockhouse was 
constructed approximately 1 mile west of the Coal River in 1788 and it was burnt 
by Indians in 1790. The area of present day St. Albans was called Coalsmouth at 
about this time, due to it being at the mouth of the Coal River. 
   The Hon. Phillip R. Thompson settled in this area around 1817 to become one its 
first settlers. He laid out lots and streets on the east side of Coal River and named 
it Phillipi. This is near the site of the present day area called the Loop. He 
purchased this land from George Washington’s heirs. Washington had owned 
2,000 acres of the present town of St. Albans. Col John S. Cunningham laid out a 
town adjoining Phillipi in the 1857 and called it Jefferson. The two towns were 
combined and incorporated in 1868 as the Village of Kanawha City.  
    The town name was changed to St. Albans by town council in 1871 and 
approved by the state in January 1872. Actually the request for this name change 
came from Collis P. Huntington, who was building the Chesapeake and Ohio 
railroad through here at that time. He did so as a favor to his Chief Council, Cpt. 
H. C. Parsons, who was from St. Albans, Vermont (which was named from St. 
Albans, England). Evidently, the citizens were not consulted, nor in favor, of this 
name change. They presented a petition to the WV House of Delegates in 1872 to 
have the name changed from St. Albans to Coalsmouth. The name was officially 
changed to “The City of St. Albans” in 1917.   1) 
     The England city of St. Albans was a Roman City as far back as AD 50 and was 
named St. Albans after the Roman withdrawal around AD 450. It was named after 
the first British martyr, Alban. According to tradition, Alban lived around the Third 
century. He hid a priest that was being sought by the Romans and put on the 
priest’s cloak and surrendered himself.  He became a saint through his miracles; 
as he was being led to execution, he raised his hands towards heaven and the 
River Ver dried up; as he was being led up a hill to execution, he became thirsty 
and a spring rose up; and as Alban’s head was cut off, the eyes of the executioner 
dropped to the ground; Alban’s head rolled to the well spring. The St. Albans 
Cathedral (ca 1,000) now stand at this site. 2) 
 

1)  “St. Albans, WV, its Origins and Development”, Dart Ellis, 1977. 
2)  “Ecclesiastical History of the English People”, Bede, AD 731. 
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 Kanawha 
Salt Works  

     
Ruth Woods Dayton (1947) in her book, Pioneers and Their Homes on Upper Kanawha wrote    
about the disadvantages of progress brought to the valley by the salt makers. 

 

"Progress, as such, is not without its disadvantages, however, and man had outdone himself 
in making this once beautiful landscape an eyesore. The hillsides, formerly green and 
inviting, were now bare and covered with soot and cinders from the coal-burning salt 
furnaces. The river, once clear and lovely, had become oil-coated and ill-smelling-an 
unpleasant stream which the rough boatmen had given the equally unpleasant name of 'Old 
Greasy.' This condition was brought about because the salt drillers encountered petroleum in 
greater or lesser quantity. Being totally unaware that it had any value, they were concerned 
only in getting rid of it with the least effort, and the nearness of the river solved the disposal 
problem. The constant hauling of barrels of salt for loading on the flatboats made a sea of 
mud in winter and a cloud of dust in summer." 

Anne Royall (1769-1854), by some accounts the first professional woman journalist, expressed  
her views of the Kanawha salt works in no uncertain terms as she noted with her caustic pen: 

 
“I never saw or heard of any people but these who gloried in a total disregard of shame, 
honor and justice, and an open avowal of their superlative skill in petty fraud and yet they 
are hospitable to a fault and many of them are genteel. 
"Very few of the proprietors had received any advantage from this great bounty of nature 
...owing perhaps to want of capital in commencement, want of skill, or want of commercial 
integrity; or perhaps all three.” 
Anne Royall goes on to describe the rough-looking men, the ill-used oxen beaten by their drivers, 

and the dismal smoke-blackened landscape. She rather leaves the impression they were not much 
better than a band of cutthroats. It is true the boatmen and wagoners were a rough lot, and the place 
had undoubtedly become an eyesore, but at the same time the greater part of the masculine 
population of Charleston was deep in the salt business, and such comments were not to be endured in 
silence. The press was greatly agitated, and the editorial wrath of the Charleston newspaper, The 
Western Virginian, was at white heat. Compared to the newspaper's angry and libelous outbursts, the 
opinions expressed in her book were mild and tepid. 

 

   Editor’s Note: Morgan’s Kitchen has a Salt Kettle dating from the 1830’s... about the time they  
                             started using evaporators. Apparently used by the Morgans. 
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Kettle at Morgan’s Kitchen 
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Officers for 2013-2014: 
Neil Richardson  - President   727-5972 

Richard Milam - Vice President  539-5280 
Ellen Mills Pauley - Secretary  757-7189  

Jane Milam - Treasurer   549-1902 
Pat McClure  - Vice President Fund Raising & Special Events  722-0123 

 
Neil Richardson - Editor 

 

Website:  (14 pages with numerous photos and history)    www.stalbanshistory.com 

St. Albans Historical Society  
404 4th Ave. 
St. Albans, WV  25177 

General Burkett Davenport Fry, St. Albans native: Forgotten Hero of Pickett's Charge: 
 

  Who remembers Burkett Davenport Fry (1822-1891), Confederate General. He reportedly was born at 
“Rosdedale” in Coalsmouth, VA, (in the house that recently burned).  He was the son of Thornton 
Fry and Eliza Fry. He entered VMI in 1840 and resigned in 1841. He entered West Point in 1842, but left 
before graduating because of an academic deficiency.  A 1st Lieut. in the Army, during Mexican War, he 
later practiced law in California in 1849-1855 and participated in Wm. Walker's expedition to Nicaragua 
(and later president in 1856). Fry moved to Tallassee, Alabama, in 1859 and managed cotton a mill 
owned by his wife's family.  
 

  He was a commander of one of the lead brigades during Pickett's charge on the last day of fighting at 
Gettysburg.  He was wounded four times, at Seven Pines, Antietam, Chancellorsville, and lastly at 
Gettysburg. After surrendering at the war’s end, Fry immigrated to Cuba for three years before returning 
to Alabama.  Fry is buried at Oakwood cemetery in Montgomery, Alabama                                  
            See more at: http://thomaslegion.net/generalbirkettdfry.html 
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