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April Meeting

The April meeting is on Sunday, April 10 at
2:00 p.m. at the Wm. P. Burdette Memorial
Building. Several “local history” school Social
Studies Projects will be presented such as:
Dunbar Wine Cellars, History of Institute, WV
and the Hawk's Nest Incident. Let's come and
support our future historians.

Historic St. Albans Video

We have sent the “History of St. Albans”
40 minute video to 10 local schools, as well as
the the St. Albans and Kanawha County
Libraries. This video produced by our group
shows hundreds of vintage photos of St.
Albans homes and businesses, Main St., Coal
River Beach, trolley and trains, schools,
churches and other scenes. If interested in
getting a VHS ($15) or DVD ($20) call Bill
Dean (727-9372), or Neil Richardson (727-
5972).

History Day
Our group had a big day at the WV State
Capitol on March 17. We had one of the best
displays there! Thanks to all that made this
-happen !!

Dues are Due

Dues are due by the November meeting of
each year in the future. They are $10 per
family or $7.00 for an individual. Give your
money to our treasurer, Oedia Cyrus.

Donation to Coal River Group

We voted at our February meeting to give
this group $500 to help in their efforts to
promote Coal River for recreation and mark
it's historic sites with signs, etc.

Historic Sidewalk Walking Tour

We will have a Historic Sidewalk Walking
Tour on Saturday, May 21. We will begin on
Old Main Plaza at noon. Neil Richardson will

be leading the tour up Main St. and
then up Eighth Ave. to the end and
return. The tour is Free.

2005 Meeting Dates
(All meetings are at the Wm. P.

Burdette Memorial Building at
404, 4™ Ave. - 2:00 p.m.

All meetings are on Sundays
unless otherwise stated)

April 10, 2005

June 11, 2005 (Saturday picnic)
September 11, 2005

November 13, 2005 (Changed from
December)

December 3, 2005 (Christmas
Hommies Tour) $-3 p.m.

Books for Sale:

We still have several copies of
books we have published that are
available:
« “The Growing, Booming Years
of St. Albans” - $5.00 ,
¢ “Tornado Remembers” - $5.00
e “Historical Sketch of St.
Albans, WV — 1938" - $5.00
» “St. Albans Historic and
Architectural Survey” - $5.00
¢ “St. Albans History - $50.00

Doug Wood gives Presentation

Doug Wood of Nitro and of the
Mary Ingles Trail Association, gave
an excellent presentation at our
February meeting. Titled “Cultural &
Environmental Changes in the last
half of the 18" Century”. He
demonstrated through maps how
we can identify where glades, trails,
bottoms, flats and other historic
areas can be identified today, often
from their historic names.

Antiquities are history defaced, or some remnants of history
which have casually escaped the shipwreck of time.—Francis Bacon

Have Some Dates

April (named for Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love): 1—First day of the year in 16th-Century
France; when the new calendar was introduced in Europe and 1 January started the year, news traveled
slowly and some people either never got news of the change or refused to believe it, continued to celebrate
New Year’s Day on this date, so more sophisticated French began calling them “April Fools™ and playing
tricks on them. 9—To complete their first week of spring training in Parkersburg, the Homestead Grays, with
such stars of the East-West Colored League as Satchel Page and Smokey Joe Williams, played—and lost—a
baseball doubleheader against the Detroit Wolverines, 1932; one of the umpires was Parkersburg's Doc
Hoblitzell, who had been a hero of a World Series while with the Boston Red Sox

May (average high temperature in Elkins 70.9°): 7—First Mother's Day celebrated in Grafton, 1914.
11—Do your Christmas stopping early: Puritans in the Massachusetts Bay Colony banned Christmas
celebrations, 1659; said they were too pagan. 23—South Carolina became the eighth state under the present
Constitution, 1788; it later reconsidered.

Historic Attractions

National Road, now US 40, runs through the Northern Panhandle. It provides views of stone bridges,
Victorian architecture, and access to two National Historic Landmarks. The Wheeling Suspension Bridge
has carried travelers across the Ohio River since 1849. Independence Hall in Wheeling was where delegates
met and worked out the details for the new state of West Virginia, seceding from mother Virginia in 1863.
The 16-mile highway, the state's only representative in the All-American Road System, provides access to
some museums and a link to Wheeling's Oglebay Park, long considered a model city park. US 40 is
accessible from Interstate 70 in the Panhandle.

Some Natural History

North Fork Mountain has a trail described by Backpacker magazine as providing "the best
mountain scenery in the East." Sections of the mountain overlook Seneca Rocks, Germany Valley, the Fore
Knobs, South Branch of the Potomac and Champe Rocks. It has three native brook trout streams and a
nesting site for peregrine falcons.
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