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Scary Stories at Morgan's Kitchen - Several people joined us Friday evening on October 26 at 6 pm inside Morgan’s Kitchen to share spooky stories. A fire in the fireplace and marshmallows added to the fun.
Fall Homes History-Mystery Tour - This First annual event was held on Saturday, October 27. It began at the Loop at 5:30 pm, it went down historic Main St. and Eighth Ave. and ended at the Chilton House/Angela’s for refreshments. A sidewalk tour with actors along the way to pointed out historic events and some mysteries. Thanks to Denise Ash for organizing this wonderful event which we hope to continue next year.
December Homes Tour -  Our 26th Annual Christmas Historic Homes Tour was on Saturday, December 8.  We had over 150 people to take this year’s tour. Thanks Patty Swango for heading up this event and to all the volunteers !
The Historical Society Building  Open -  The St. Albans Historical Society Building is open every 1st Saturday of each month.(10-2 pm). We have gotten several new members through this and many donations of photographs and several book sales.
Capitol Campaign
  We have formed a committee (Ellen Mills-Pauley and Grace McMillen) to help us raise funding to replace our 22 year old heating and air conditioning system. It has been leaking freon for some time. We are now 501c3 eligible and can request grants and donations for tax write-offs. Anyone wishing to make a gift for this project, see Ellen or Grace.

1. Printed two Newsletters (Spring & Fall)
2. Worked with our Founder’s Day Committee to have a great event on Main St.
3. Greeted over 75 visitors at Morgan’s Kitchen during our Summer Open House on Sundays. (June – August)
4. Had over 35 visitors during our Open Houses on the 1st Saturday of each month at the Historical Society Building.  Thanks to Kevin Bragg for volunteering to be there every 1st Saturday every month (10-2 pm) !!
5. Held the 15th Annual Morgan’s Kitchen Fall Festival. Vendors, music, re-enactors apple butter making and cabin tours.
6. Held the first annual Scary Stories at Morgan’s Kitchen October 26.
7. Held the first annual History/Mystery Tour downtown October 27 (65 people)
8. Opened Historical Society Building 4 Mornings in October for the New River Fall Train.
9. Presented local history to the 4th graders at Weimer Elementary (Spring & Fall 2018) and Weimer Field Trip in April to Teays Hill Cemetery and Morgan’s Kitchen.
10. Continue to maintain a web site (18 pages) (www.stalbanshistory.com) 
    St. Albans School Consolation Plan – 1990  
   Who remembers the St. Albans school consolation mess of the early 1990’s ?
 Reading through some St. Albans Community News recently, below is what was proposed...and finally what was finalized.
1989 – Parkway Elem. to be closed and joined with Alban Elem. (This was done that 
year).
1990 - Close St. Albans High School and consolidate in Nitro with a new combined school.


- Close all three Jr. High Schools and consolidate at the High School site. (St. Albans Jr. High did 
close that year and the other two became Middle Schools)
1991  - Close 5 Elementary Schools: Fairview, Andrew Heights, Bevil, Alban and High Lawn and 
close McKinley Jr. High.


- McKinley Jr. High to merge with Hayes Jr. High.



-  High Lawn Elem. and Albans Elem. to move to McKinley Jr. High/Weimer 


   


buildings. (High Lawn Elem. did close in 2001 and went to Alban).



- Belvil Elem. would close and go to Central Elem. and some to Alban Elem.. 





(Belvil Elem. would close and go to Central Elem. and it did close in 2003 





when the new High School was built).


- Fairview Elem. would close and go to Central Elem. and some to Anne Bailey. 




(Fairview Elem. would close in 2002.)


- Andrew Heights Elem. in Tornado would close and merge with Central Elem. and 




Lakewood Elem. (remains open to this day).


    This Consolidation Plan was not very popular in St. Albans. These schools did close shortly after: Parkway Elem. (1989), St. Albans Jr. High (1990), High Lawn Elem. (2001), Bevil Elem. (2001) and Fairview Elem. ( 2002). The St. Albans High School remained and was rebuilt and re-opened in 2003.

Ref.  St. Albans Community News, July 12-1990, pg. 1.



St. Albans Community News, Jun 6-1992, pg. 1.



St. Albans History, Walsworth Publishing, 1993, pg. 148. 
St. Albans Town Fair History:
  The old wooden library building which had previously been a store had began in 1951 and had outgrown itself.  A plan was to raise funds to build a new and modern library. The first St. Albans Town Fair was in August, 1953, at the old Central School yard. There was an existing ordinance in effect that there could not be carnivals within the town. The fair lasted only one day and several civic groups had booths to have games or sell food or crafts to raise money for a new library. They made $1,300 that first year. A small roller coaster, pony rides and scrambler were set up for the children. That ordinance was later changed, but the idea of having local civic groups to the games and booths lasted. 

   The Town Fair Parade progressed by adding fireworks, a parade and the Town Fair Pageant. The largest parade was probably in July of 1971 when the town also celebrated its Centennial. The Central School site became too small and for a few years in the early 1960’s it was held at Alban Elementary and in late 1960’s to the Kanawha County Bus lot and adjacent practice field. In its later years it was once held at the Loop before construction started there and at the Kmart parking lot. Miss Town Fair participants raised thousands of dollars over the years for the new library, which was opened in 1963 and the 2nd floor in 1971. After the Library was completed with both floors, the Town Fair continued until the early 1990’s in various forms (2). The funds were then to be used for a town Community Center. By 1990, the fair no longer had carnival rides and many of the activities were throughout town with different sports activities like basketball, golf, volleyball and fishing tournaments, entertainment, inflatables for children and game and food booths at the high school. It was brought back in 2015 for a few years but with little success.

 (1). Twin City Shopping Guide, July14. 1971, pg. 8. 
 (2). Community News, May 17, 1990, pg. 1                                       By: Neil Richardson  1-2019
 
     St. Albans Community News – January 25, 1990

These stories stand out in some articles of the Community News in 1990.

- Mayor Eddie Bassitt it trying to secure the CSX Depot as a museum for the city.  
(it was donated shortly after this. The Depot Restoration Assoc. and the C&O 
Modelers have operated it on a limited basis as a museum and meeting 
location. Currently, the City is making repairs to make it a Rail Road museum).

- “Riverbank repair is a year away”. (This was accomplished about 2 years later 
along MacCorkle Ave.)

- Community Center Committee formed. (I guess this didn’t work).

- Gas tanks removed at the loop for construction of the proposed Foodmaxx 
grocery store. (Remember how long the steel framework was there for this 
store? Eventually it was taken down and a Health Plus built there)

[image: image1.jpg]THE CSX Rallroad Depot at the corner of Fourth Street and Fourth Avenue will become a St.
Albans museum if efforts of Mayor Bassitt are successful. The mayor already has asked CSX
official Gary Powers to donate the building to the city: and plans to name a committee to seek

completion of plans for the venture. (Photo courtesy Jim Butler)





St. Albans man, Richard Fairfield, Killed in Italy in 1918

   Richard Cutts Fairfield of St. Albans, WV, was only 18 years old when he was killed in action at Mestre, Italy on January 26, 1918. American entered WW1 on April 6, 1917 but Richard was a volunteer ambulance driver for the British army. He may have been too young to enlist in the American army at the time. The Italian War Veterans Association respectfully maintains his grave in Mestre to this day. After his tragic death, his mother wanted him to be buried next to his Italian comrades at the Mestre Cemetery in Italy. Richard, although only a volunteer ambulance driver, probably saw plenty of
St. Albans Man, Richard Fairfield, Killed in Italy in 1918 (cont.)
 causalities and action during his short time there. He was awarded a Silver Medal for military valor and received the honors at his funeral.

    There is little mention of the Fairfield family the “St. Albans History” or “Cemeteries of St. Albans” books. There is a burial at Teay’s Hill Cemetery of Walter Braun Fairfield on August 24, 1898, age 15. Perhaps this was Richard’s brother. There are no other “Fairfields” listed in that book or the "St. Albans History" book.  That just means he or the family is not mentioned in either book. The “ Barr ” name also was not found, as that seems to be Richard's mother's name after she probably remarried. 
  It appears like the family was with some wealth because Richard attended a private school in Rhode Island and was accepted to Harvard. Maybe the family was from there? St. Albans, WV, was a lumber boom town in the early 1900's and it brought in a lot of businessmen and workers. Although the grave marker (below) states that he was born in St. Albans, the family may have moved away by 1918.

   Richard’s grave marker in Italy states:


Richard Cutts Fairfield, born St. Albans, West Virginia, USA, February 20, 
1888, son of Walter Fairfield and Lalla Griffith Fairfield Barr. Volunteer, 
Youngest American killed in execution of his duty at Mestre, Italy, January 26, 1918.  

   A photograph of Richard is at the top of the grave maker. It is uncertain when the grave marker was placed there.  Giovanni Gregorat of Mestre, Italy, contacted Neil Richardson of the St. Albans Historical Society in November, 2018, to inquire if their group could locate any living family members, letters Richard may have written home, family home place, newspaper stories of his death or other archives or public documents of Richard. He would like to contact the descendants of Richard’s family or acquaintances who might still be living in St. Albans or the area.

   Mr. Gregorat (in Italy) has researched some information about Richard Fairfield. He graduated from St. George’s School in Newport, Rhode Island, in June, 1917. It is a high school with boarding facilities. He then passed the entrance exam to go to Harvard University, but did not register in September 1917 due to him being in Italy.  Perhaps the Fairfield family was from Rhode Island. One would think that at eighteen years of age, he would rather follow in business or success rather than to go to Italy to participate in a war that his country was just entering and helping the British army as a volunteer (probably unpaid) to drive an ambulance on the war front against the Germans and Austrians. Mr. Gregorat told Neil that Earnest Hemmingway was also a volunteer ambulance driver in his town at the same time. Perhaps the two drivers knew each other. Shortly after graduation in 1917 he joined the Wynne Bevan Ambulance Corps, a British organization. He was only 18 years old when he died, the youngest of the five Americans in the Bevan service, Anyone with any information to add to this interesting story, please contact Neil Richardson.
Ref.  - Giovanni Gregorat interview


 - https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1918/1/31/ambulancier-         killed-in-italy-pa-


   cablegram/, Harvard archives web site




St. Albans Historical Society
St. Albans Historical Society Year
2018 Accomplishments (cont.)

11. Meeting Speakers:- 2018 Programs:  
      -  “WV Covered Bridges” – Roger Rasmussen – (Feb.)

      -  “Carter G. Woodson” – Burnis Morris – (April)

      - “South Charleston Naval Ordnance Plant” – Kyle Warmack – (September)

      -  “Nitro Museum” Slide presentation - Carmen Kostelansky (November)

12. Catalogued all of the Coalsmouth Journals (1972-1985) and Newsletters (1992-present) and added a topic index.(in Hist. Bldg. notebooks)
13. Received various donations of books, photographs (Helen Warren, Bettie Burdette, etc.)
14. June - Sunday Picnic, 2 p.m. held at Morgan’s Kitchen.
15. December 8 – 26th  Annual Christmas Historic Homes Tour. 150 people participated.
16. Printed 150 vintage 2018 calendars @ $10 ea. (sold at 4 locations on Main St.)
17. Had the A/C serviced – (leaking Freon & needs replaced)
18. Formed a Capital Campaign Copmmittee to raise funds for a new Heating/A/C System.
19. Printed Folders for Elementary School History Lessons.
20. Sold numerous Historical Society books (12 different books) at the Village Sampler and Coal River Coffee.
21. Provided one representative to the Downtown Landmarks Commission, Convention Bureau and History Wednesday (St. Mark’s Episcopal) Committees.
22.  Maintain a Facebook page with historical information. (see: St. Albans Historical Society)
23. Held a Business After Hours for the Chamber of Commerce in April at our Building.
24. Made 40 gallons apple butter for the Fall Festival.(2 batches)
25. Worked with the St. Albans Teen Court to provide Community Service hours for 3 teens at the Fall Festival and Founders Day.
26. Added the “Christmas In St. Albans” Committee to the Historical Society list of official Committees.
27. Added over 40 historical sites to the web page www.theclio (this is also an app everyone should be using....especially when traveling)
Thanks to all of our wonderful volunteers that helped with all of these events and programs !!


St. Albans       Historical Society 


Newsletter  -  Winter 2019








Officers for 2019


Neil Richardson  - President   727-5972  (2018-2020)


Richard Milam - Vice President  539-5280  (2017-2019)


Patty Swango - Vice President Fund Raising & Special Events  549-4100 (2018-2020)


Ellen Mills-Pauley - Secretary  757-7189  (2017-2019)


Vickie Harrison - Treasurer 610-8382  (2018-2020)


Neil Richardson - Editor





Website:  (18 pages with numerous photos and history)    � HYPERLINK "http://www.stalbanshistory.com" ��www.stalbanshistory.com� 





Stay Connected: The Historical Society now has a Facebook page for sharing news and history. Like us on: St. Albans Historical Society.  Also, visit our Website:  (18 pages with numerous photos and history)    � HYPERLINK "http://www.stalbanshistory.com" �www.stalbanshistory.com�





Business After Hours: The Historical Society is hosting this Chamber of Commerce event at our building on Tuesday, January 22 from 5:30-7:30pm. It is a good time to interface with business leaders and volunteers from around town. There will be refreshments and door prizes. You are welcome.





See 100’s of old St. Albans photos: Want to see hundreds of old St. Albans photos that have been collected by the St. Albans Historical Society since 1972? Go to � HYPERLINK "https://stalbanshistory.shutterfly.com/?fbclid=IwAR3CdixybITfwG0ZFrrhc6dxWqU2QXJDcBGwRnngjIWU-2OJifdQUhuvTPw" \t "_blank" �https://stalbanshistory.shutterfly.com/�





See photos also on your phone: The easiest way to discover about the history of St. Albans is to go to this web site (or download the app). � HYPERLINK "http://www.theclio.com/?fbclid=IwAR2MRrH9_KfJqc-XBihqM3AxrqkSClLgLsUiGdladwosRjmX6a6pAwXS8H0" \t "_blank" �www.theclio.com� . We have added over 40 sites in town with photos, history, (some have vintage videos) and all have a map to its location. This works anywhere in America also when traveling.





Historical Building can now be rented: The St. Albans Historical Society Building at 404 Fourth Ave. is now available to rent for showers, receptions, parties, reunions, etc. Only $30 for 4 hours and a $30 deposit is required....to be returned. We have a full kitchen with refrigerator, oven and microwave. Excellent for small functions. 30 chairs and eight 6' tables. Call Neil Richardson at 


304 419-5972 to get a building use agreement sent to you.





February 10 Meeting: Our next meeting is February 10 (Sunday) at 2 pm. Bring a friend. Followed by refreshments.





St. Albans Founder’s Day: The 14th annual festival will be held on Saturday, May 11, 2019, from 10-4 pm on old Main Street. Numerous activities are planned. There will be lots of vendors, food booths and entertainment. Sponsored by the Founder’s Day Committee of the St. Albans Historical Society. Call one of the society officers to be on the committee to help.





2019 Calendars:  We printed 150 - 2019 Calendars this year and just sold out. There were vintage St. Albans scenes on each page. Thanks to Grace MacMillen for putting this together !!





WV Association of Museums: Some of our members have attended these annual conferences for several years. This year’s annual conference will be in Kingwood at Camp Dawson on March 28-31. Along with tours of the area’s historic sites, there are sessions about preservation, maintaining museums and obtaining grants. Cost is $125 plus lodging.  Most meals are included. Visit their web site at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wvmuseums.org" �www.wvmuseums.org�.





Weimer  Elem. History Lessons:  For the 7th year, the St. Albans Historical Society taught 4th graders local history.  Neil Richardson and Denise Ash presented 9 lessons, one per week, at Weimer Elementary this past autumn on Thursdays. Some topics were: early native peoples, early explorers and settlers, Ft. Tackett, early churches, schools and transportation, Coal River history, and Morgan’s Kitchen. We hope to lead them this spring on a field trip around town.





Dues are Due:  at our February 10 meeting.  $15 family and $10 individual. Make check out to “St. Albans Historical Society” Give to Vickie Harrison, our treasurer.

















St. Albans Historical Society �Facebook Page


Search for : St. Albans Historical Society.





Visit our web site at: � HYPERLINK "http://stalbanshistory.com" ��http://stalbanshistory.com�


   We have 18 separate pages on this site to include everything from our Calendar of Events, Morgan’s Kitchen, Books for Sale, Founders Day, Pictures, Newsletters, Contact information, etc.
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(cont.





WD-40 History and Uses��    The product began from a search for a rust preventative solvent and degreaser to protect missile parts. WD-40 was created in 1953, by three technicians at the San Diego Rocket Chemical Company. Its name comes from the project that was to find a 'Water Displacement' Compound. They were finally successful for a formulation, with their fortieth attempt, thus WD-40. Officially named: "Water Displacement #40". The 'Convair Company' bought it in bulk to protect their atlas missile parts. Ken East (one of the original founders) says there is nothing in WD-40 that would hurt you.  


WD40’s main basic Ingredient (some say).......is: fish oil and mineral spirits....














				Henry Edwards Huntington - (February 27, 1850 – May 23, 1927) was an 				American � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railroad" \o "Railroad" �railroad� � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magnate" \o "Magnate" �magnate� and collector of art and rare books. He was one of 				the first billionaires in America. He was born in Onconta, NY, February 27, 				1850, the son of son of Solon and Harriet Huntington and a nephew of Collis 				Huntington's, railroad builder. His first job was hardware clerk in his 					hometown. In 1860, his uncle, Collis P. Huntington, acquired the Chesapeake 				and Ohio Railroad. Collis avoided the high price of rail road timbers from 					local sawmills by building his own mill in 1871 while building the C&O   railroad through southern West Virginia in the town of St. Albans. He sent his nephew, Henry, there to operate it. Henry obtained the mill a few years later from his uncle and thus started the foundation of his fortune. 


    Collis Huntington also owned the Central Land Company in the Kanawha Valley and he had purchased much of St. Albans, then known as the Village of Kanawha City, from John Cunningham in 1873. He deeded over 8 acres to Henry and his new wife Mary Prenter to build a home. There was a large log house on the site at the time, presumably built by the Thompson family. Collis had a 2 story Italianate home built for Henry at the log house site in 1873-74. It was named the Beeches due to the fact that it was surrounded by numerous beech trees. Henry was supposedly active in the town’s affairs while residing here. St. Albans was named during his residence here in 1871 when Collis Huntington had the town renamed at the request of his chief lawyer, H. C. Parsons, after his hometown in Vermont. 


   When Collis Huntington went west to continue his railroad building, Henry went also to assist his uncle. He had Henry transfer the house and sawmill over to the C&O Railroad, who later sold it to John and William Cochran who operated the mill. Wm. Cochran lived in the house until 1900 when he sold the mill and house to  the Montaque Manufacturing Company. Mr Montaque live there until selling the house to J.V.R. Skinner and his wife Anne in 1903 for $3,750. Mr. Skinner was a businessman, lumber mill owner and helped to build the Coal River and Western Railroad up Coal River.


  Henry Huntington settled in � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles" \o "Los Angeles" �Los Angeles�, where he owned the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Electric_Railway" \o "Pacific Electric Railway" �Pacific Electric Railway� as well as substantial real estate interests. After his uncle Collis’  death in 1900, Henry Huntington assumed Collis Huntington's � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadership" \o "Leadership" �leadership� role with � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newport_News_Shipbuilding_and_Drydock_Company" \o "Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Company" �Newport News Shipbuilding and Drydock Company� in � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia" \o "Virginia" �Virginia�, and married Collis widow � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabella_Huntington" \o "Arabella Huntington" �Arabella Huntington� in 1913.....who was nearer to Henry’s age. His divorce from his first wife, Mary Alice Prentice, birth sister of his Uncle Collis' adopted daughter, in 1910, and marriage to Arabella after Mary Alice's death shocked San Francisco society. Pacific City near Los Angeles was renamed Huntington Beach in honor of � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_E._Huntington" \o "" �Henry E. Huntington�. In 1898, Edward Huntington bought the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_Railway" \o "Los Angeles Railway" �Los Angeles Railway�. In 1901, Huntington formed the interurban � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Electric_Railway" \o "Pacific Electric Railway" �Pacific Electric Railway� in Los Angeles which provided streetcars throughout the city.


    After Arabella died in 1924, Henry spent the remaining years of his life converting his mansion west wing of his home into the now Huntington Art Museum and Library located in San Marino, Calif., dedicated to his wife. His cousin, and later stepson, Archer Huntington, Arabella son, developed Brookgreen Gardens in South Carolina. Edward died in 1927.





Ref::


     - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_E._Huntington 


      - St. Albans Advertiser, February 8, 1973, by Dart Ellis.





     By Neil Richardson, 12-2018
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Photo on Richard Fairfield’s grave marker in Italy








